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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Announces Endangered Species
Recovery Champion Awards

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service today announced 29 recipients of the 2010 Recovery Champion
award honoring Service staff members and their partners-in-mission for conserving endangered and
threatened species.

“Recovery Champions are leaders in the conservation of endangered and threatened species of
plants and animals across the United States and beyond its borders,” said Acting Director Rowan
Gould. “It is a true measure of a steadfast commitment to protecting our nation’s biological heritage
for future generations by helping to recover our imperiled species of fish and wildlife and plants and
the ecosystems on which they depend.”

From the Mauna Loa silversword in Hawaii and Railroad Valley springfish in Nevada to the Canada
lynx in Maine and rabbitsfoot mussel in the rivers of Alabama, Recovery Champions are taking
action to protect these species. It is the Service employees and partners, including tribes, state
conservation agencies, universities and private organizations, as well as zoos and land trusts, who
are the extraordinary individuals making a difference.

Here in the southwest the recipients are Bill Radke, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, San Bernardino
National Wildlife Refuge, Douglas, Arizona; and Patrick Valentino, The Mexican Wolf Fund, San
Francisco, California. Bill received this award for his work developing effective partnerships and
playing a key role working to conserve the endangered Yaqui chub. Patrick was awarded for
his work creating a private fund to help conserve the endangered Mexican wolf by
minimizing predator-livestock conflicts. Since 2006, the Mexican Wolf Fund has raised
more than $300,000 in grants and donations to help fund on-the-ground solutions with
ranchers to continue their traditional lifestyles while helping to retain the wildlife heritage
of the Southwest.

This year, for the first time, an international organization, Japan’s Yamashina Institute for
Ornithology, has been selected as a Recovery Champion for achievements on behalf of the short-
tailed albatross, a seabird that spends time in Alaska and migrates in the North Pacific.

Restoring streams, breeding species in captivity and releasing them into their historic ranges,
conducting field surveys and monitoring programs, and negotiating the complex world of Federal
financial standards to administer a land acquisition grant for the Lake Erie watersnake in Ohio are
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just a few examples from the wide diversity of initiatives receiving this year’s Recovery Champion
awards.

For information about the 2010 recovery champions, please visit the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service’s Recovery Champion website at http://www.fws.gov/endangered/what-we-do/recovery-
champions/index.html.

America’s fish, wildlife and plant resources belong to all of us, and ensuring the health of imperiled
species is a shared responsibility. To learn more about the Service’s Endangered Species program,
go to http://www.fws.gov/endangered/.

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect and
enhance fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people.
We are both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific
excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals and commitment to
public service. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service works cooperatively with the American public
to continue the conservation legacy of America’s great outdoors. For more information on our
work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov.
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